NOTI CE OF AMENDMENT

CERTI FI ED MAIL - RETURN RECEI PT REQUESTED

Cct ober 22, 1997

M. Phil Lowy

Vi ce President of Operations
Nort hern Natural Gas Conpany
1111 South 103rd

P. 0. Box 3330

Omaha, NE 68124- 1000

CPF No. 37118M
Dear M. Lowy:

On May 5-9, June 2-5, and June 16-20, 1997, representatives of
the Central Region, Ofice of Pipeline Safety (OPS), pursuant to
Chapter 601 of 49 United States Code, conducted an onsite

pi peline safety inspection of Northern Natural Gas Conpany’s
facilities in South Sioux Gty, NE, Miullinville, KS, Sublette,
KS, and Hugot on, KS.

As a result of the inspection, it appears that you have commtted
a probable violation, as noted bel ow, of the pipeline safety
regul ations, Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 192.

The iteminspected and the probable violation is:

1. 8 192.605(c) Procedural Manual for Operations, Mintenance,
and Energencies - Abnormal Operations.

Each operator shall prepare and follow for each pipeline
system a manual of witten procedures for conducting
operations and mai ntenance activities and for energency
response.

a) For transm ssion lines, the manual nust al so include
procedures for handling abnormal operations. The manual
must include procedures to provide safety for the follow ng
when operating design limts have been exceeded. This

i ncl udes responding to, investigating, and correcting the
cause of:



i) Unintended cl osure of valves or shutdowns
i1) Increase or decrease in pressure or flow
out side normal operating limts;
i1i) Loss of communi cati ons;
iv) Deviations fromnormal operations and per
error

Revi ew of Northern Natural Gas Conpany’s O&M procedu

rate

sonnel

r al

manual found that the procedures for the above listed itens

wer e i nadequate. W believe that the procedures req
expansion to include additional detail, rather than
statement of what is in Part 8192.

b) The manual required by paragraph (a) of this sect
192. 605) nust include procedures to provide safety d
mai nt enance and operations. Procedures for operatin
mai ntai ning, and repairing the pipeline in accordanc
each of the requirenents of this subpart and subpart
this part.

Revi ew of Northern Natural Gas Conpany’s |eak repair

uire
are-

ion (8§

uring

g

e wth
M of

procedures found that they did not contain any procedures

for the use of foreman plugs or nightcaps. Due tot

he

recent nunmber of incidents resulting fromthe inproper use
of these devices, we believe procedures need to be witten

in the &M to ensure proper use of this piece of equ

When it is found that an operator’s procedures are inadeq
C.F.R 8 190.237 provides that the operator, after notice

i pmrent .

uate, 49
and

opportunity for hearing, nmay be required to anend its plans and

procedures and the response options as prescribed under 8§
190. 237. The operator is allowed thirty (30) days after
of such notice to submt witten coments or request a he

recei pt
aring.

After considering the material presented, the Ofice of Pipeline

Safety is required to notify the operator of the required
amendnent or w thdraw the notice proposing the anmendnent.
do not desire to contest the notice, please provide the r
procedures within thirty (30) days of receipt of this not

Si ncerely,

| van A. Hunt oon
Director, Central Region
Ofice of Pipeline Safety

| f you
evi sed
i ce.



